
2007 Winners of the Alabama State Science Fair in Optics 
 
The five scholarship awards were generously provided by the Optical Society of America (OSA).  James 
Hadaway and Tommy Cantey were the judges responsible for evaluating the merit and application of optics in 
the science fair entries.  The following awards were presented to four recipients for the most outstanding 
projects in optics or optics related project by Phil Stahl of NASA.  Five scholarship awards were also given by 
SPIE to students from the senior and junior divisions judged by Don Gregory.   
 
HEOS Awards 
First Prize ($50) – Nicholas Christensen  
“Pizza Pantenna: Building and Testing a Cheap  
WiFi Antenna”,  
9th Grade Wetumpka High School,  
Sponsor Virginia Vilardi, Wetumpkpa. 
 
Second Prize ($50) – Courtney Weaver 
“This Wave or That Wave: How Wavelength  
Affects Polarimetery”,  
9th Grade Murphy High School,  
Sponsor Wanda Griffis, Mobile. 
 
 
 



Third Prize ($50) – Keith Kellogg 
“Power of the Sun”,  
10th Grade Catholic High School,  
Sponsor Brian Finzel, Huntsville. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
First Junior Prize ($100) – Alexis Kentros  
“Light Speed: Measuring the Speed of Light Using  
Microwaves”,  
6th Grade The Altamont School  
Sponsor Lia Gerety, Birmingham. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Second Junior Prize ($50) – David Lofts  
“Spectroscopy - The Signature of Light”,  
6th Grade Covenant Christian Academy  
Sponsor Rhonda Lisauckis, Huntsville. 

 
 
 
  
 
 



SPIE Awards 
Senior Prize - Nathan Tinker  
“Investigation of a Lightweight Solar Stirling  
Power System for Earth”,  
10th Grade Covenant Christian Academy,  
Sponsor Katie Scruggs, Huntsville. 
 
Senior Prize – Nicholas Christensen  
“Pizza Pantenna: Building and Testing a Cheap  
WiFi Antenna”,  
9th Grade Wetumpka High School,  
Sponsor Virginia Vilardi, Wetumpkpa. 
 
 
 
 
 
Junior Prize – David Lofts  
“Spectroscopy - The Signature of Light”,  
6th Grade Covenant Christian Academy  
Sponsor Rhonda Lisauckis, Huntsville. 
 
Junior Prize – James Vandiver 
“Field Mill: Measuring Static Electricity”,  
12th Grade Catholic High School ,  
Sponsor Brian Finzel, Huntsville. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


