
2006 Winners of the Alabama State Science Fair in Optics 
 
The awards were generously provided by the Optical Society of America (OSA).  James Hadaway, Richard 
Hoover, Denise Morell, Amanda Duffel, Stephen Granade, Lynn Deibler, and Tommy Cantey were all judges 
responsible for evaluating the merit and application of optics in the science fair entries.  The following awards 
were presented to four recipients for the most outstanding projects in optics or optics related project.  Two SPIE 
awards were given to students from the senior and junior divisions by Don Gregory.   
 
HEOS Awards 
First Prize ($100 and OSA goodie bag) – Nathan Tinker  
“Solar Steamer: A Solar Thermal Rocket Powered by Fresnel  
Concentrator and H2O Propellant”,  
9th Grade Covenant Christian Academy,  
Sponsor Rhonda Lisauckis, Huntsville. 
 
Second Prize ($50) – Leah Nodar 
“Solaris Radius Fatum (Solar Ray of Doom)”,  
11th Grade Murphy High School, Sponsor Wanda Griffis, Mobile. 
 
 
 



Third Prize ($50) – Ryan Little  
“What Happens When Microwaves Meet Aluminum Foil?”,  
9th Grade Catholic High School,  
Sponsor Brian Finzel, Huntsville. 
 
 
First Junior Prize ($100)  
– Courtney Weaver  
“Nut N’ But Honey: Detection of Adulterated Honey  
Using Polarimetry”,  
8th Grade Clark School of Mathematics, Science &  
Technology Sponsor Mary E. Smith, Chickasaw. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SPIE Awards 
Junior Prize 
- Amy Stewart  
“To See or Not to See”,  
6th Grade Horizon Elementary School,  
Sponsor Katie Scruggs, Huntsville. 
 
 
Senior Prize – Chris Phare  
“Adventures in Gold Nanorod Sythesis”,  
11th Grade Jefferson County International  
Baccalaureate School,  
Sponsor Debbie Anderson, Irondale. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


